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S1011y had long luffered fr the tyranny of a .eo'l"et
.oc1ety f ey11doerl, headed by an 1d nt1f1ed aan, m
by the nue of Be11u.r1 Card1. hong the oh1ef au:tfere~·.

were Counte.1 Margher1 ta del terra luoya and her f1anoe,
Count Kartlnello. Cardl had been Ihowering Kargher1'a wl
unweloo e gift., alway. lealed With hil .y.t10 .e&1.

On the eve of the wedding o:t Mart1nello and largher1ta,
while all th guelt. were a ••eabled tor the fe.t1T1tle. and
the brlde w.. preparing for the oere.ony, the brldegroaa
hutened fraa hl. adj oin1ng Cutl , aco panied by hl••er­
loan fr1a , lorT1n Blake. On the way, .. they were l)&I.lng
through a lonely raTlne, they were attacked by Card11• band
and Oount Kartlnello and hl•••rTant Riocardo, wer kl11ed
Blake left, badly wounded, for dead. On regainlng oon.clou.­
ne•• , Blake tr1ed to reT1Te hl. frlend, then, reall.l ,hat
he w.. p..t aortal ald., gel'ed to the Cutle to break the
terrlble t1dlng.. Margh rlta, learn1ng o:t the .......1natl n
o:t her ~ianoe, turned on Blake, ln an outbur.t of :t1eroe
Slo11ian anger and d nounoed h1a &I a oow rd, tor not haTlng
d1ed w1ih hl. frlend. Her aid, Luore.1a, daughter of the
dead. .erTant, our.ed hill. Later, that night, before h altar
whl.oh W&l to haT been the .oene of the weddlDg, Margher1 ta
Luorez~a .wore the oath of ye etta, and Kargherlta .wore ney r
to beOall the wlte of any aan, until th .layer of her f1&Doe
had been brought to j t1ce.

riTe year. late , ln lew Orlean., orT1n Blake, who had
beoome th prel1dent of the Cotton IxohaDg , w.. oalled upon t
help the GoTernment o:t the 01ty combat t e evildo r., who had
:tled 81011y and sought retuce ln lew Orleau., where they were
.tl11 oarrying on the1r ne:tar10ua de 48. ong the 0 lttee
gathered together to 1nTe.t1gate the .tate f affalr. w.. .
Cae.ar Maruff1, Preeld nt of the Itallan Jaer10an Bank and
Count Modena, 11kewl.e a 8ic1l1an. Blake &Dd Marut:ti ure
bUline•• frlend. of.om tla.· Karuffi confid • to Blake that
he w.. 1n lOT. and that that night at a party giTen by a mutual
:tttand, he would 1ntroduoe him to the lady of h1. heart.

At the party, Blake di.ooTer d to h1. aaaz .ent, that
Mazuff1'. adored one w.. gher1ta del Terra uOTa, now Ul1ng

.. I d nue, 1n order to oonoeal her rank and to oarry on ...
er .earoh tor the Ilayer of her fi no , acoord1ng '0 her TOW

of Tengeanoe, u.1ng her work. of .eroy .. a .ean. o:t obtain1ng
1nfomat10n. Blake, who eTen 1n the S10111an day.. had .truggl'­
&ga1n.t an 1nfatuation for the betrothed o:t h1. rrttnd, Martinel
10, tel&. her that he had gone back t Slo11y to .eek her to
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oonv1noe her that he bad not be guilty ot ooward10e at the
ath ot h1a trl.nd, but that he had been unable t f1nd any

..~__&Oe ot her. He made many protestat10ns of h1a love for her.
r1ng the eTenlng, the daught r ot th hou.e, find1ng that b r

ardent ..a1n, Count Modena, .u .howing too muoh attention to
the beaut1tul Kargerlta, dec1d.d to turn the tablea and -ake hia
j.aloua by pay1ng great deal of ttentlon to the unwil11ng
tn.ake. Blake, who had b e uked by the Po11oe Departaent to
eet the Ch1 f and ~1a men at the dook that nlght, to 1dent1fy a

ateTdore, .ho w.. luppoaed to haTe been 1 110at d ln th ..aUI­
1nat10n ot Count Kart1nello, told her that he .a. ob11ged to
le Te, and Myra ell, the girl, .t1l1 plagu1ng the reoreant ..a1n,
threw h.r arma round his n ok, telllng hta that .he 1. golng t~

torce him to Itay at her party. Her unole, oom1ng up n th1•
• (¥tne tbok 1t tor granted that they were engaged and announoed
the1r engagement w1th muoh guato, .. Blake W&l a Tery good part1

for h1s nieoe. The announ....nt of Blake'. engqe_nt
tollow1ng .0 ololely on the heel. ot hl. atatement to her that
ahe W&l th only wo an he had eTer 10Ted, uae4 Margherlta to
haTe an added oonte pt tor Blake and Ih left w1th Marufti.

On the dook, the .teTedore, laroone, duely 1dentlf1 d
by Blake .. b lng ot th ...a1lant. of the wedd1ng part,. 0 t
fatal n1ght of the IlU1"der, wu arreated atter a d••perate .trug­
gle, 1n wh10h Blake preTent d hla eaoap by a haDd-t hand- battle.
The n xt morn1ng aa Blake the her ot the aorn1ng prea. and Jlargh
er1ta telt that hi. her01...... a tr1but to hla 10Te tor hare
Luore.la, howeT r, treat d the acoount ot hl. bravery w1th oon-
t apt, aaylng, ·Onoe a oo.ard, alwaya a ooward.·

Margher1ta ....arned by one ot her pat1ent. 1n th Ital­
1an qaarter ~hat laroon would be releaaed on 1nauff1c1ent eTidenoe
and that an att pt.u to b .&de to tll1 the Chlet ot Polloe.
Thi. warnlng.h co..un10ated ~ to th Pollce D par nt by
anonyaou. ·letter ligned·On Who I:now.-. At the trlal, .ttnea. atte
wltn I' ... brought torw&rd to ••tab11.h an a11bl tor arcon. The
Ch1 t reo 1Ted the ·One 0 bow.- 1 tter and Blak aade the oon­
tenta ot the letter known to the judge ln a Ta1n etfort to .ecure
uat1ce tor hl. dead trlend,. Att r the Court had &4j ed Blake

0_ upon Modena and Myra I 11, who had ade up the1r 10Ter l • apat
and gaTe ne. hi. ble.s1ng and h aT d a .1gh ot relief that 'e

w.. fr.e ot hl. unwelcome en~gage..nt.
The follo.1ng day, _Maruffl -.lled on Jlargheriaa, d begge

her to .arry h1. and leaTe for urope twwwI+sttts 1 ed1ately on
a honeyaoon trlp. Kargherita bec au.p101oua and led hia on to d1a
OOT r what he w.. 1n auch a hurry to leaTe Ie. Arle.. tor. Aa he
tt....t. t~ to brae her, hia r1ng oaught 'in er lace aoarf

d , to h r horror, ahe a.. the aeal of cardl w1tb1n the face of tb
r1ng. F ignAng not to baTe aeen 1t,.be .enda bla ..ay, pro 1.1ng to
• nd hla an a. r at th cafe Garlbaldi, an Ita11an rendez-Toua 1
tbe quart.r. After hia dewarture, abe endeaTored to get tbe Ch1ef
of Po11ce on th phone, but he had already l.ft for the n1ght. In
de.pair ahe w nt t Bl&k t. houa , to warn h1a of the d18coTery of
Card1.

Durlng the atternoon, Blak had been altt1ng 1n hl. 11braJr
pouring out b1s 10ul on paper to Kargber1ta. A. he .tooped to gath r
up the petal. of a roae .b1ch Margher1ta bad g1Ten hla y are before,
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J'arcone, who had crept up on the porch of the hou.e, f1red through
he w1*ow, and lake' 8 eudden movement .aved froll the bullet of

,·~_,-rcone, who .ade h1B elcape.
. On Margher1ta(. arr1val, .he told Blake all that had occurred

D1.cover1ng that there had _een an att pt to k111 h1m, .he confe••ed
'that .he loved him. Blake order.d the oar to go and f1nd the Ob1ef
and &1're8t Cardl (Maruff1) at the Gar1bald1. A. h d1d .0, the
n w. came OV8r the wr1e that the Ch1ef had been u.u81nated a .hort
wh11e before. Horr1f1ed at the ne•• , but feeling that Karuff1 muat
be placed 1n the hand. of the law, Blake declded to arre.t Mazuffl
h1Jll.elf, w1 th th aid of .ome plain clothe. Ilen. lIargheri ta 1n.1.te
on accompanying hia on h1. arrand.. .

At the Garlbaldl, the arre.t of Maruff1 ... 'ffecte4 w1th
11ttle trouble, but once out.1de, lIaruff1 enl18ted the .ymp thy of
the crowd, and w1th their af , mad. hi. e.oape. lIodena, attr.....d
by the commotion, .... that the tin had 00 to uk for the help of
all good Italian. and 80 appealed to them that he wu able to pa)'
the. to the cau.e of law and order.

Blake had left the Gar1bald1 after the arrest of aruff1,
d had not .ee the soape. R j01ned Margherl", at h l' apartment,

Where they were .oon disturbed by the .ound of th mob out.1de. Th
mOb, It by Modena, had PKUU lIaruff1, but had lo.t track of h1a
not tar from Margherl tal. houe • On the baloony, Blake and lIargheri
1ta were watch1ng the aob, when lIaruff1 bur8t 1nto the 1'0". Blake
.ee1ng hta, rushed through the w14dow 1nto the rOGa, 10ct1ng the
w1ndow t prevent Margher1ta fr follow1ng hia. A de. erat••trug­
gle b tween th two n en.u d, th unarmed Blat Aga1n.t lIaruffl
armed With a gun. Blate f.ll, d••peratel)' wounded by lIaruff1, &nel
Karuffl, hear1ng the approach1ng mob, hurled the now _pty gun atb
lIargIWr1ta and e for the hall to ad. h1. e.cape. On the landing

t.1d , Luores1a, .tartled b)'the .ound of the .bote~ had heard
Blake 0 11 lIaruffl by the name of cardi and re&11s.d that her WU
the .layer of h.r father. The .ob bad gather d below 1n the hall,
and lIa.ruff1 held the at bay w1th the menaq,e of a 11ghted 1 p, wh1c.h
he .e14 p01.ed over the c _ering men below. The half crased Lucres1a
dagger 1n hand, ruthe4 forward to put an end to the uausln, when
the ra11 agaln. ~10h he ... lean1ng heavily, gave way, preo1pat1ng
hill to the hall below, aaldat the flame. of the explod1ng lamp.
In the ro above, Kargher1ta had suoceeded tn rctT1v1ng the unoon-
.010 Blake, w1th h l' lo~ng. oare. .-<
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